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CONTOUR LINE UNI

DRAWING BASICS

BIG IDEA:
e Drawing Basics

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:
e What is a contour line?
e Iow can you learn to accurately redraw an object?
e Tow can you use contour lines to add detail to a d;'awing‘?

Tean...
e Learn what a contour line is.
" o ;
: L]o z:;:.t:) 1;21 E;go?ft&:{u]?nf.o th; outlines of objects when drawing
it ool ¢ lines and shapes that make up an object rath

OBJECTIVES: Students will....
e Complete the face/vase worksheel.
e Complete two upside down drawing worksheets

STANDARDS: hitp:/www.nationalartss
High School: p://www.nationalarts standards.org/

s ART:
t s witeantine: VACR1.1.HSI: Use mllltipl{) ap

horse worksheet
ctivity checklist

o Upside down
Drawing basics a

VOCABULARY:
o Line: Alineisan identifiable path created by a point moving in space. Tt s one-
ary in width, direction, and length. Lines often define the
diagonal, straight or curved,

dimensional and can Vv
edges of a form. Lines can

thick or thin.

be horizontal, vertical, or

e. The outline ot gilhouette ofa

at defines a form or an edg
basic details or changes within

Contour line: a line th
Can also be used to show

given object of figure.
the plane of an object.

Flements of art: The building blocks of a work of art. The visual components of

L ]
color, form, line, shape, space; {exture, and value.

Principles of design: describe the ways that artists use the clements of artin a
work of art. Includes: balance, emphasis, movement, proportion, repetition,

pattern, thythm, unity, and variety.
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DRAWING
BASICS

TRAINING YOUR EYE

Anyone can do it...

« Learning to draw is just like riding a bike.

« It's all about training your eyes, brain, and
hands to work together.

. Good artists can focus anthe details and

Draw what you see...

+ When you first start drawing it's easy
to draw what you think you see.
For example, if asked to draw this
tree, many people would draw it
similarly.

Breaking the
habit...
+ We will do a series of exercises
to help break the habit of
“drawing what you know.”
+ First, you will create an optical
illusion.
g - _What do you see in the image

Training your
brain to draw
what you see...

Mext, you are going to recreate a more
complex image.

Remember, the success is in the details.

Think about what lines intersect each
other and where, what shapes make up
a section.

Don't focus on drawing the image as a
whole, facus on a section at a time.

T 4 the trunk.

What you know...

They know th
Ty e tree has a leafy top and a

Often, people create the puffy cloud top to
create the leaves and two straight lines for

-U’\r.l'hen you first start learning how to draw
It's @asy to draw what

you know, t
cloud tree. rsEy

What you
see...

It takes time and
practice ta train your
&ye ta send details to
your brain far your
hand to recreate,

Suceessful artwark s
in the details, what
makes this subject
unique? What texture
and shapes da yay
see? The mare
detailed, the mare
realistic.

Breaking the
habit...
+ Some may see two profiles
looking at each other.
+ Some may se€ a vase.
+ Try to focus on one and then

sbar tn cas hoth

Breaking the habit...

You will complete the other half of the
image to create your own face/vase.

- If you draw the line correctly, a mirror
image of the line to the left, you will create
your own face/vase optical illusion.

FACE-VASE OPTICAL ILLUSION

) P?SI.I.)E .DIOWN DRAWING

The catch...

I order 1o help ler

9o of drawing what you th
e & Yo think
Dow,; you will da this drawing UPSIDE

Keep the refer

d ence image and yy
et it d your paper
Star

Start st the top and wark your way down

Don't think sbout drawing fingers, ayes, a nose,
‘(I)( v.l.. on Wfl..:l tha lines look fike and how lhﬂ-‘”
are intersecting, what shopes thay make, ||

Don't flip your PAREr until you are done!

Your assignment...

. ‘r’ 1

: :euf:;'l(l)z?ncgf:ecked for completing
* Face/Vase activity
Upside down Picasso
Upside down Mona Lisa

I you finish early: upside down
horse
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UPSIDE DOWN DREWING

side up and the image is upside down.
heet of paper upside down.

In your own -1

red so the text is right

cing the profile on the left side.

ace or a vase? Do you see both?

Draw a profile on the right side fa
Do you see a f;

FACE-VASE OPTICAL ILLUSION

UPSIDE

Paper turned so ¢t
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DOWN D

he text is ¢

Keep this
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2ge is upside down

wn sheet of paper upside down
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CONTOUR LINE UNIT
DRAWING BASICS
BIG IDEA:

e Drawing Basics

ESSENTIAL Q[.?]-}S'l'l()]\'[_s: .
e What is a contour line?
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; figure. LA
object or

ObJ eCt.

. » - jil 0101,
EIen]eI]‘s ()‘ a]‘ l he |)||[|(‘|]| hl()( k°, ()i aw ]k ()i at t l Ile Vlsual Ompon
O C e ts Oi C
g
‘(H 11, Illle, Shape, Sl)(lce, textu(e, alld Value.

. W()rk Of art
1s Qf art ma 7
. the elemen m, unity,
‘be the ways that artists usiepeﬁtion, pattern, rhyth
Principles of design: de}?crig movement, proportion,
Tit mp asis,
. balanCe> €
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* Next, have them turn to their neighbor
Switch people and r

and com
epeat

asecond time.
o Let them have fun with this process,
S Ithelps to do a demo so they
loose and silly!
If time allows add additional objects,
Switch the vases around
them

aren’t worrie
L ]

and have them complete a contour dr
> They can now look af their

o They still need to practice drawing exactly what they
* Allow students to clean up the |

are looking at,
ast few minutes of class.
DAY 2: Contour drawingg
®  Start class with the d

ay 2 presentation,
o Quick review conto

Explain that they w
Place various objects on th ables. You can Place vages, Jake
or pencils, or similar on their tables, Place
©  Have students
©  Asthey
drawing

ur line drawings and the blind contour actj Vity.
il now practice
el

drawings of the objects
continue to draw encourage them to add more detail with each new
5 This should be completed i
®  Create a smal stj]] life in the

1 the sketches section of their
contour line drawings,

middle of the room while students

art notebook
< Starting halfway through the ¢

are working on their

QUESTIONS, S

plete a blind contour of their neighbor

d about how it will look, It wil] look

awing of the vase closest

uil, cups of paintbrushy
2-3 different objects for student s to draw,
complete contour line

and variety.

5, 1 may vary.
Tor a 50-minute class, tumes
TION: For a .
: antour Drawings

af101.

‘o details, but does not

*  Allow students 1o continue o wopl i
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o stk _ s Xtday. One S
class 1svtvxmshed, place the anmal sky|lg around the room ' PR Pl
o II \.1'1 Th.cm to complete 5 large contour line drawing of the skujy closest to them
—_ Nclude any cracks, rough edges, etc. They need 1o fill up the page |
®*  Both rawings shoyld be completeq ; -day perj iti B
arie, Pleted in 4 3 day period, additiong] time can pe added if
¢ The last five minutes of class havye Students cleap up.,
GRADING:
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ill be gradeqd during the mid-sc111cstcw’rnid-ycar
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Draw what you
see...

« We have been practicing drawing
what you see, not what you know.

Apply that as you start working on

contour line drawings.

Pay attention to the shape of the

object, the details that make it
unique.

Training your eye...

s To k
Whi);:l::r;a: the habit of anly looking at your paper "
u draw, we will l e
et il warm up with blind cantawe

You CAN® +
ou CAN'T lock at your dra wing while you draw it
* Instead, let your ey

mave your hangd a
#ye 15 seeing

@ follow the contour of the abjast,
tthe same pace drawing what your

Dan't pick up

your pencil! You may
Inst ay lose =
nstead, keep your lines Connec-,.;.z ¥our spat.

* Toadd detall, draw connpcting i
abject, or trace back over fines

0 go insica the
get back to a spot

Your drawing wi ¥
9 will lock crazy, that i
, that y i s
U and practice to Tossns ;ou upls OKAY! This is warm

Contour Line

« Contour means “outline” in French.

« A contour line drawing is drawing the basic
outlines to define an object without adding
any shading.

+ You should be able to tell what the object is
based on the contour drawing, but it

b fibo nb‘lgp:t

Drawing Tips

LR X ]

-

As you draw an object, make sur

LOOKING at it. SJeui=re

It's easy to look at the object once, then
focus on your drawing. ’

Instead, look at the object, move your eyes

along the edge as yo
ur h
paper. ) and moves on the

Training your eye...

- Ifyou cheat and peek, you will have to
draw with a plate blocking your hand.

« Remember, this shouldn't be a perfect
drawing, it will look funny when you
are done,

« The purpose is to train your eye and

hand to wark as one and to stay loose.

THE END




Drawing Tips...

- Asyou draw an object, make sure you are
LOOKING at it.
It's easy to look at the object once, then
focus on your drawing.
Instead, look at the object, move your eyes
along the edge as your hand moves on the
paper.

Contour Practice...

+  You will practice drawing the objects
placed in front of you.

. Complete 2-3 contour line drawings
in your notebook.

+ They should be large enough to fill
up the sheet, one per page.

Contour Line

+ Contour means "outline” in French.

- A contour line drawing is drawing the basic
outlines to define an object without adding
any shading.

You should be able to tell what the object is

based on the contour drawing, but it
should be a simple recreation of the object.

Blind Contours...

Last class you practiced cn
facking at yeur pape
drawings,

wating contour lines without
7 1o craate blind contaur

You should have campleted a drawing of:
* Avase .
*  Your hand

*  2ofyour neighbors

Draw what you
see...

- We have been practicing drawing
what you see, not what you know.

- Apply that as you start working on
contour line drawings.

- Pay attention to the shape of the
object, the details that make it
unigue.

1

Contour Drawings... .

+ Today you will start practicing true contour
line drawings, drawing an object while
looking at the object and your paper.

« Remember to lock at the object often while
drawing it to catch the details that make it
unique.

+ Focus on accuracy, recreating the lines and
shapes that create the object.

Contour Practice...

«  Once the still life is ready and your first drawings
are complete, selecta section of the still life to

draw.

+  Position yourself in front of what you are drawing.

«  Fill your page in your notebook.

. Focus on contour lines only, adding details, and

being accurate.

«  Feel free to let lines go off the edge of your paper.




DRAWING Contour Line
BASICS .

+ Contour means “outline” in French.

TRAINING YOUR EYE
any shading.

based on the contour drawing, but it

-

Contour Drawings...

+ Last class you worked on contour line
practice drawings.

+ You should have completed:
« 2.3 drawings of objects on your table, one object
per sheet of paper.
« A portion of the still life, drawn large enough to
fill one sheet of paper in your art notebook. |

+ A contour line drawing is drawing the basic
outlines to define an object without adding

You should be able to tell what the object is

should be a simple recreation of the object.

Large Contours

Drawing Tips...

+ Asyou draw an object, make sure you are
LOOKING at it.

« |t's easy to look at the object once, then
focus on your drawing.

» |nstead, look at the object, move your eyes
along the edge as your hand moves on the

paper.

;Joowhyou }Ni” apply the techniques
u have learned so far t
i ar to a larger

Yo)u will work on two drawings on
11"x17" sheets of paper.

F)ne isa .drawing of your shoe; one
is a drawing of a skull.

Shoe : p
Drawlng."
-
— /) Skull Drawing... g
*+  Take off I/ el .
i tabl:ne of your shoes and place it on \ SN . - -
. oy € o : .
Looukca; look at your paper, but be sure to 1’\%\:@ f,. S - Skulls are very traditional art
often at the shoe while you draw it, f \ g = ;J\h) v subject matter.
* Lletyoure ! 3 '&-W Bt - R
A pacg:s'?';j:"h';i;he edge at the \ % : z «+ They have interesting, organic lines
S Ada o o s S and shapes.
your s}:allﬁ The details are what makes = .
& unique. « The drawing should be the same as 7 ‘q
- T:E' c:'a‘,"’ing should be larger than ife, it oclager ol llis It ouleilice ' g ‘
should fill the 11"x17” sheet of paper. 11"x17" sheet of paper. o
N
| A

Your Assignment...

You will have three days to work on the twe
drawings.

They must be detailed, accurate, and have
interesting contour line drawings.

They must fill the 11"x17" sheets of paper.
One drawing of your shoe, one of your sk

Together the two drawings will count as a |
grade.




CONTOUR LINE UNI -

THE THINGS THEY CARRIED o Art “°teb0(;11f drawing paper
¢¥ e
. istorical Appioa PRIT" W

yeotsky and Creativity: A C ulrwfm.’—lma‘o:‘itf]i]‘wri"% it o 1 A
A lesson plan adapted from {:ygoff' e ('(mn—cr\' (Bditor), Vera P. John-Ste e Bac p
Making, and the Aris by ‘”—“‘“L“‘—m (Editor) e Pencils il

) Erasz”rlj ings They Carried by Tim

The Thi
L

BIG IDEA:
ith text added

What do you carry? .
Y kpeck ing of a backpack W

.
. , he bac
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: 9 ack? m  Eheiehes (ziffontour line draw
e What is a contour 11],1.6.-01,“ text and the drawing Oﬂhe-hz.u;,l‘q??:; : o Completed ¢
= How can you bala!'lt‘-'c")' and emotionally carry on a daily basis? 4 below)
e What do you physically and er rv? NTABLES: carry rubric (attache
\diers carry PRI arry
compare to what the soldie The things they ¢ in space. It is one-
» . :
a point moving it often define the

s sar and the emotio
ean: i hat it was like to be in the Vietnam war an
Consider wha

xc thew ¢ arry compary and contras to a
T o are d ! trast \n,!]]r[

had. s

o Ask whal‘. they carry in thejr backpacks everyday. What do they physically
and emotionally carry everyday? ~ ) ‘- l

o How dg 'lhe Lh.mg..s' they Carry impact thejy mood, performance i school
and re]atlonshlps I and out of school? ’

o CJ;:prz.un that the Students wij] write about the things they carry in thejy
drdw ings. As?k them how they think this wil] Impact the pPerception of theijr
drawings, [t is no longer asimple drawing of 4 backpaci. there is more to
1t, do they think the viewey Will understand that?

®* Have s!;dcn!.‘; get out their backpacks ang continue working
¢ Remind them that this is a projec i .
" A Project grade and theiy backpacl
Sy 8 Packs need 1o pe
. _01‘1cc students e(_mlplctcﬂlcir bgckpack drawingg explain that they wil| now
mu)rporatc text into thejr drawing aboyt the things they phvsica”dy and
Cmotionally “aITy on a daily bagjs. )
o Tell them to complete a list of v
' a i ords or Sentences they v, include j

bt s Y want 1o include mn

o ;ell t.hem 1o consider Placement of the text. t should balance wit, the

fawing and enhapce the drawing not distract from 1. The text coylg
outling the bfackpack, fill the background around it, be wrifter, inside the
backpack, w ords can he Tepeated or writtep only once,

o Tell them 1o consider how the words wil] he writlen. Some can be larger
gli;d\ lctlicrsl lollal\c UP Space, negative words could pe wrilfen in g ‘

titerent style than POsitive oneg Discuss how tf {
styl S8. Discus; " H1e Word Jogks ¢ g
the meaning it hag ks can e

¢ The last five minutes of class allow Students to cleap up.

©  Explain they wil] pe applying these techniques to a fina] contour line

drawing of their backpack.

o They will take it a step deeper than Jjust a drawing study, they wil
artistically Incorporate text in their backpack drawing,

* Explain to the Students that for the fina] contour line drawing they are going to
draw their backpacks. Have the students get out their backpacks and place them
on their table,

o Tell them to prepare for the fip
complete at least (hree sketches of their backpacks. Each
different position,

* Have the students get out pencils, eragers
“sketehes” section they can begin working,

o While the students are working walk around, give suggestions, and remin
them 1o add detajl. Help the students find the most successful position for
drawing their backpack.

* Have students clean up the last five minutes of class and collect completed

worksheets.

al backpack drawing they are going to
sketch must be a

. and their art notebooks. In the

DAY 2; Reading.v'hackpack drawing
* Have students get out their art notebooks and look at their sketches from the day

©  Tell them to look at the positioning of the backpack in thejr favorite
sketch. Have them set up their backpacks in a similar position
o Pass out 117x17> sheets of paper and have students set out pencils and

erasers.

UESTIONS.

STANDARDS, STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS



DRAWING

The Things They
Carried

«  While you work on your final
contour line drawing, | will read an
excerpt to you from the book, The
Things They Carried.

« The book focuses on soldiers in the
Vietnam War and the things they
carry physically and emotionally.

Contour Line

« A contour line drawing is drawing the basic
outlines to define an object without adding
any shading.

- You should be able to tell what the object is
based on the contour drawing, but it
should be a simple recreation of the object.

« You have spent a week studying contour
line drawings.

Draw what you
see...

+ You have practiced training your eye
to move with your hand to recreate
what you actually see, not what you
“know.”

+ You have completed blind contour
drawings, contour practice drawings,
and two in-depth contour drawings.

«  Next, you will create a contour line
drawing that also incorporates text.

Your Assignment...

After drawin; bac 7
iy Ao 9 your backpack, you will make a list of things you

Caonsider what you carry physicalk
7 ysically: Bi k
e Eotla ey Y, Biology book, gym bag,

Consi a

uo:s:ier whiat you carry emotionally: Stress about your
pcoming test, happiness about weekend plans, ideas for

new project, sadness, i o

Incorporate writing
ting into your drawing that reflects
carry physically and emotionally, reflects what you

Your test should be artistically inchuded, consider h i
t stically inchided, consid,

i uded, er how

supporting your backpack drawing, not overtaking it s

Your Assignment... / =%
. b ° - / 5;7 x:;':u.{ﬁl
Tlln O Bl 1€ +  Start with three thumbnail sketches of your f {: - s A A
backpack to get a feel for the position, shape, s | | jil 1 ¥
and details. _j /1 i1 T }3}'." b
rl‘ H E T H I N ( +  While being read to, you will position your = ] \ L ;‘" 2 :’\
backpack on your desk where you can oA Aol b i\
q H E‘Y' C A R R ) complete a contour line drawing of it, \ @- e ,') \
. St «  Focus on the details: how the folds change l'\' N A \ . : /‘
the shape, if the zipper is straight or gets AN Z'/ Ix el
“A marvel ¢ itad, important book — a bool Caught in a fo\d z > \\ J, — -~. e B /
« Add logos, keychains you have, all the things z o
that make your backpack look unique and ARp b
realistic. A
— i ?
,._):_ “;‘ 5 by
SN \
' Your grade...

3 thumbnail sketches
Accuracy of contour line

Composition: backpack fills the sheet, is balanced with the
text.

Text is Incorporated artistically

Text shares the things you care physically and emotionally
Creativity

Craftsmanship

Effert




MName:

DRAWING BASICS

CONTOUR ACTIVITIES Name:

Blind Contour Drawings (50): .
ST D B skull and Shoe Drawing
Haud:: Contour Lines Drawings
2 Portraits:

O 0

The shoe is larger than life (3 points)
Contour Line Drawings (50): The shoe is drawn at an angle (5 points)
2-3 Objects: o The shoe includes all the detail of the original (15 points)
Still Life: ~ The skull drawing fills up the page (3 points)
- o The skull is drawn accurately (5 points)
The skull has a lot of detail (13 points)
Effort (15 points)
5 Craftsmanship (15 points)
o Creativity (15 points)
Time management (3 points)

TOTAL (100):

O O

Name:

TOTAL (out of 100):

DRE TR
1

Blind Co
Vv
H
5/

Name:

Contour ]|

= THE THINGS THEY CARRIED

. Name:
TC Possible
PUiﬂtS lawing
The drawing is 5
BR,@‘ Contour accurate, large, and
’ i detailed. It included all
cqQ drawing the elements of the
backpack. . ——
Blind Cont l (15 points) o
Vad _—
Hadl The text is creatively —
2 p incorporated, balances,
and enhances the
Contour Li drawing. The words N
2.3 are writien in an
o5 artistic, thoughtful PR,
stil way.
TO TOTAL (out of 100):

Spudent completed the
sketches and paid
attention during the
reading. Student added
to the discussion of the
hook.

Participation




